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authority, an acknowledgment by the prince that he is no
more than their minister .and deputy. To the theory of
the Holy Empire nothing could be more repugnant. This
will best appear when the aspect of the system of election
at different epochs in its history is compared with the
corresponding changes in the composition of the electoral
body which have been described as in progress from the
ninth to the fourteenth century. In very early times, the
tribe chose a war chief, who was, even if he belonged to
the most noble family, no more than the first among his
peers, with a power circumscribed by the will of his sub-
jects. Several ages later, in the tenth and eleventh cen-
turies, the right of choice had passed into the hands of the
magnates, and the people were only asked to assent. In
the same measure had the relation of prince and subject
taken a new aspect. We must not expect to find, in such
rude times, any very clear apprehension of the technical
quality of the process, and the throne had indeed become
for a season so nearly hereditary that the election was
often a mere matter of form. But it seems to have been
regarded, not as a delegation of authority by the nobles
and people, with a power of resumption implied, but
rather as their subjection of themselves to the monarch
who enjoys, as of his own right, a wide and ill-defined
prerogative. In yet later times, when, as has been shewn
above, the assembly of the chieftains and the applauding
shout of the host had been superseded by die secret
conclave of the seven electoral princes, the strict legal
view of election became fully established, and no one
was supposed to have any title to the crown except what
a majority of votes might confer upon him. Meantime,
however, the conception of the imperial office itself had
been thoroughly penetrated by religious ideas, and the
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